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What and Who is ACEE? 
www.abcee.org 



ACEE Roles 

• Champion EE 
• Convene EE  

stakeholders 
• Facilitate leadership 
• Build networks 
•  Increase capacity 
• Connect the community 



Energy and the environment 

•  “Energy and environment are two-sides of 
the same coin.” Peter Watson 

•  Environmental education covers broad areas 
– air, water, land, waste, climate change 

•  Agreed that the intersection of energy and 
environment education needs to be stronger 

•  Have not yet achieved energy or 
environmental literacy 



Energy Literacy 

Turcotte, A. Moore, M. Winter, J., Energy Literacy in Canada, 
The School of Public Policy, University of Calgary, Volume 5, 
Issue 32, October 2012 



Alberta Oil’s -  National Survey on Energy 
Literacy – February 2015 

•  Less than 32% feel well informed about 
issues related to energy production and 
consumption 

•  Less than 30% indicated transportation as the 
largest source of GHGs emissions in Canada 

•  Over 55% don’t know what the acronym 
SAGD means 



ACEE’s polling of over 800 Albertans, 
2009 – Ipsos Reid 

 
What % of Albertans answered ‘confident’or ‘very confident’ to the following:  
Q8.“How confident are you that your personal actions to protect the environment 

actually make a difference? Would you say very confident, somewhat 
confident, not very confident or not at all confident?”  ---> 80% 

 
 
 
What % of Albertans stated they know a great deal or quite a bit about the 

following environmental issues?  

 Climate change ---> 45%  Urban sprawl ---> 42% 

 Water pollution in AB ---> 33%  Endangered species ---> 29%    

 

 

 

For more information: http://abcee.org/polling/ 

 



Engagement in Environmental Behaviours 

 
 
Maximize energy efficiency in your home 

 
Reduce water consumption in and 

around your home 
 

Reduce the amount of garbage you 
generate in your home 

 
Encourage workplace practices that 

benefit the environment 
 

Maintain or restore wildlife habitat in your 
area 

Communicate your environmental 
concerns to a political representative 

 
Write a letter to the editor about an 

environmental issue 
Organize community action to protect 

your local environment 
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Q13: To what degree do you feel you actually DO these things? 



One way to improve energy and 
environmental literacy 

•  Ensure it is part of K-12 curriculum 
•  Need to work with Alberta Education to make 

sure this happens 



Current opportunity to do this…. 

•  Alberta Education redesigning curriculum 
right now 

•  Across all grades and six core subjects 
•  Outlines what teachers need to teach to 

Alberta’s 650,000 students 
•  Will be in place for many years to come 



Posed the question: 

What do students need to learn about 
energy and the environment to create a 
sustainable future? 



Education Task Force to answer the 
question… 

•  5 – K-12 Educators 
•  3 Corporate 
•  5 Environment non-profits 
•  4 Government observers (Education, Energy, 

ESRD) 



What did the Education Task Force do?   

•  Gathered research 
•  Previous work – environmental 

education framework 
•  Energy content map 
•  Opinion leader interviews 

–  Corporate 13 
–  Academic: 5 
–  Education: 4 
–  Government: 1 
–  Non-profit: 8 
–  Other: 4 



Opinion Leader Interviews 

The final exam for 
being human is to 

live sustainably with 
the environment – 
but so far, we are 
failing more of the 

quizzes than we are 
passing. When it comes to the 

environment, health is a 
big flashing light that 

very few people have 
noticed. We have no 

idea the price we are 
paying for our health. 



Curriculum for a Sustainable Future 

Desktop Study 
& Interviews

   

Essential 
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Aligned with Alberta Education process 



One energy key concept and learning 
outcomes 



Being well received 

•  Initial phased of curriculum redesign – school 
board prototyping teams 

•  Alberta Education curriculum developers 
•  Alberta Energy and ESRD Assistant Deputy 

Ministers 

Alberta 
Education 

Black Gold 
7 to 9 

Calgary Board 
of Education 

4 to 12 

Edmonton 
Public 
K to 3 

Edmonton 
Catholic 
K to 3 



Much to be done to ensure this content 
becomes part of new curriculum 

•  Curriculum redesign occurs over years 
•  Political shifts – changing leadership 
•  Many stakeholders 



What we are doing… 

•  Continue working with Alberta 
Education 

•  Engaging broad range of 
stakeholders 

•  Supporting educators and 
energy and environmental 
organizations to prepare for 
new curriculum 

•  Helping teachers enhance their 
energy and environmental 
education teaching practices 



How can you help increase energy and 
environmental literacy in Alberta? 

•  Support curriculum redesign 
•  Use this as a resource to 

show what should be in new 
curriculum 

•  Support teachers by sharing 
your energy expertise 


